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心得內容： 

I really cannot forget that my arrival in Korea is my first exchange experience, and 
Korea is the fourth country I visited in my life. So, in this report I will try my best to detail 1) 
what preparation you need before you go to Korea, 2) what courses I took, some insights 
from them and how you take one, 3) how to solve your difficulty during your study here, 
and lastly maybe to discuss 4) what I get in Korea. 
 First, before you come to Korea make sure you learned some Korean first. Simple 
words such as ‘annyeonghaseo’, ‘kamsahamnida’, ‘olmaeyo’ will be important in daily life. 
Knowing Hangul (Korean alphabet) is also important, especially all the signs are written in 
Hangul or Hanja (Korean name for Chinese characters) or Japanese. Luckily in Seoul, 
where I study in KAIST College of Business (KCB, or sometimes KAIST Business School) 
there are many signs in Latin/English. If you go to rural areas/outskirt of Seoul the street 
signs are still written in Latin, however people’s understanding of English will be very 
minimum; which is also similar in Taiwan. However, Hangul is easy to pick up and learn. 
Some Korean words are derived directly from Mandarin, so it will sound a bit similar, 
however the grammar is entirely different. For example, to say ‘new house’ in Mandarin 

we will say ‘新家’ which literally means ‘new house’, still the same grammar structure, but 

in Korean we will say saeloun jib, which means ‘house new’. Also, people’s understanding 
of English is quite limited. Not all staffs understand English, however the professors speak 
perfect English.  
 Also, prepare some money to pay dormitory (you will pay in full for 4 months, 
660,000 Korean won which 20,000 won will be used as deposit), to pay taxi, bus, and buy 
a new SIM card. Install KakaoMap app immediately after you arrive in Korea, since it is 
more detailed than Google Maps. The KCB Office of International Affairs will provide you 
with some direction for your convenient, however if you prefer public transportation I 
suggest you take the 1) AREX, airport train; take it to Seoul Station, 2) take the Line 1 
subway/metro (dark blue line) and find a train which goes to ‘Cheongnyangni’, stops at 
Hoegi station (which is right after Cheongnyangni), 3) take taxi or take a bus number 
201/273. If you take the taxi it will be 3000 won, and follow the map provided by KCB OIA. 
If you take the bus, you must walk a bit to a bus station which you can follow from 
KakaoMap, it will be 1250 won. In addition to daily necessities, it is also important to bring 
a power converter (if your electrical appliances do not have internal voltage converter to 
220 V) and type C power plug adapter. Lastly, bring your own critical medicine as Korea 
has their own version of medicine which may not be as effective as your own. This was 
my case when I had coughs in Korea when winter came, and I did not bring my own 
medicine (Chlorpheniramine maleate 4%). The nearest pharmacy suggested me the 
nearest medicine, but with less concentration. The school pharmacy can provide you with 
some medicine, but their catalog of drug is quite limited. If your problem is more serious 
you can go to the nearest Kyunghee Hospital which only take 15 minutes walking from 
your dormitory. Bring warm clothes with you too. Korea is much colder than Taiwan in 
winter, during your study the weather will be less than -5 degrees. If you stay in Korea 
until January, prepare for heavy snow and much colder temperature. Your room will be 
equipped with central heater, and it will be on from 9pm – 9am. Also, you will stay in a 2-
person room. The KCB OIA will assign you with your roommate, either Korean or else. 
The room is quite spacious and if you need to fill your room you can buy anything else 
especially those affordable ones from Daiso, which is near Hoegi station.  
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Now, about the courses. Before you came to KCB, you will propose the courses first 
through their system. When I proposed the course, I cannot take more than 15 credits 
which is their regulation for exchange students. If you cannot take the courses you 
wanted, you can propose it later when you come to Korea (same system in NTUST where 
you take the form and ask for professor’s sign). Also, although KCB brings the name of 
KAIST, there are more finance courses. You can take many varieties of finance courses 
here, such as Derivatives, Financial Statement Analysis, etc. They also provide small 
trading center for practice, and they also have many Bloomberg consoles which you can 
use for your perusal. Remember to take all your courses in Seoul campus. You can also 
take courses in Daejeon, but Daejeon is very far from Seoul and you need to take a high-
speed train every time. Also, the course system is a bit different from NTUST. You can 
take either course from Week 1-8 (1.5 credits), or Week 8-16 (also 1.5 credits), or Week 1-
16 (3 credits). The equivalent credit for business students from NTUST will be mostly 3 
credits, but to make sure your credits can be transferred to NTUST, ask your department. I 
myself took 5 courses (Financial Management, Strategic Management, Service 
Management, Innovation Management, and Business & Management in East Asia), which 
is the maximum if you took 3 credits each. I did not take Korean course but if you need 
one, you can take it. The classes will be a bit different too in terms of timing: 3 credits do 
not always mean you take 3-hour class (like in NTUST): sometimes it means you take 1.5-
hour classes in two days a week. 
 I took a bit different course than a normal exchange student. All 5 courses I took have 
very high load sometimes, and it is best to ask your mentor (KCB OIA will assign you to 
one) what kind of courses are best for your preference and style. For Financial 
Management, it differs with different professor. During my time, I have weekly quiz (which 
is a homework), a mid-term exam, and a final exam. Since the course is designed for one 
to take CFA, the professor will suggest you buy financial calculator, which is quite 
expensive. I borrowed one from my roommate. Essentially you can calculate the numbers 
using scientific calculator, but financial calculator has functions in time value of money and 
cash flow which are very useful, especially to work on quizzes and exams. For Strategic 
Management, it also differs with different professor. The class I took is a very entertaining 
one because it is full of case studies, and the students are encouraged to interact with 
each other. Sometimes the class can be a semi-American cultural education class 
because the professor tried to explain the strategic concepts using American movies and 
posters, which can be easily grasped. That class have weekly homework too, case study 
in group, business games, and a final exam. Those classes are big, sometimes can be 
more than 50 students. For the rest of my three classes, they were small and more 
intimate. For Service Management, there are around 20 students. Service Management is 
also a very good course since the professor will teach you practical things in service 
design/evaluation. There are some statistics involved near the end of the class, but it was 
college statistics (the equivalence of this class will be Social Science class in NTUST), if 
you understand more advanced statistics then you will have no problem with the course. It 
also involves some case studies and a team project. Last two classes will require you to 
read papers and case studies more thoroughly. Innovation Management involves analysis 
of innovation process in East Asia (in terms of China, Korea, and Japan) and will invite 
you to make your own startup/analysis of a case. Business and Management in East Asia 
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involves you to understand more about economic system, human resource management, 
corporate governance, technology and R&D management, political risk, security 
framework, etc. It will also invite you to write your own case based on what you have 
learned during the course (in my case, the professor invites us to discuss the current 
wave of technological change and the impact of it. I discussed the impact of artificial 
intelligence in China). Taking these classes can be very demanding because, except 
Financial Management, you take two classes of each course in a week (two classes per 
day), and in each of that two classes, you need to prepare quiz/homework/report by 
reading papers given by the professor and the timing for those classes is very close to 
each other. Thus, it is a very different experience from what I have in NTUST.  
 Another thing which is maybe different from NTUST is that every student is assigned 
to a student laboratory – which is a set of cubical space for study. It is also quite spacious, 
it can hold up to 13 students, and you get your own desk and cupboard, and you can print 
documents you need there without cost. Sometimes it is also used to mention a student 
group. For example, Social Entrepreneurship MBA students or Green Business students 
have their own cubical space. (A bit of different topic: Social Entrepreneurship student is a 
more interesting one because they were sponsored both by KAIST and SK Telecom to run 
your own startup while studying). The student laboratory is a good space for study if you 
are bored with your own dormitory room. Aside from that, you maybe can find ‘officetel‘ to 
study but sometimes it is quite far from campus, and it can be quite expensive to find one. 
Unlike in Taiwan where you can find a manga/PC club and rent their space for study, it is 
also rare to find one in Korea. 
 Then, how to solve your difficulty during your study here. Apart from reading papers 
and interact with students, the difficulty will be managing your study-life balance. Of 
course, you need time to travel and enjoy the delicacies of Korea, right? In my case, I 
always spend my time after Thursday (my classes were from Monday to Thursday, so I 
have free time from Friday to Sunday) to travel somewhere else in Seoul, to regain my 
spirit to study. It is normal for exchange students to travel to a lot of places, but since my 
study load was quite high I concentrated to know more about Seoul and what does it offer 
to me. When first time you arrive, of course you need to adjust with your surroundings, 
especially with transportation. I take somewhere around two weeks to adjust myself, 
especially to the class schedule. Food in Korea also differs from what I have in Taiwan – 
Taiwan has so much delicacies with varieties of flavor. In Korea, you will have spicy food, 
very sweet food, and mostly insipid food in general. About students, they are generally 
nice, very smart, and very diverse. I met two Taiwanese compatriots, one from NTUST 
and one from NSYSU who are nice to me, and I also met with Indonesian friends who 
takes their Finance MBA there. 
 Lastly, what I get in Korea is more than just experience. The most important thing is I 
get good friends, especially those who are from Southeast Asia. We worked together, and 
we even planned to go to a competition in Hong Kong if we succeed in our proposal. Local 
Korean friends are also nice too, they fully supported me when I have no clue on my work 
or what can I do during my time in Korea, and the professors are also supportive to their 
students too. It was another truly memorable life experience, and I can fully recommend 
KCB to other students as a place to have exchange study.  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation of Korean History and 
Culture, as a part of first orientation 
in KAIST College of Business 
(KCB). 

 

 

 

In Seoul Global Center (a center 
for foreigners). Here, they can give 
you counseling, process your 
Korean driver’s license, help with 
immigration issues, incubate your 
startup, etc. 
 

Attending Service Management 
class. Due to high-speed internet 
in Korea, the class used video 
teleconference with students in 
KAIST Daejeon campus to attend 
the class together.  
 



 

  

 

 

 

End-of-semester dinner with all 
exchange students in KCB. 
 

Visiting ‘The Land of Morning Calm’ 
near Nami Island, with Indonesian 
friends. 
 

First dinner together with Lab-
mates (in KCB, every student is 
assigned into their own 
laboratory/working space) 
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A friend gave lecture about Indian history 
and culture in Innovation Management 
class. 

Excursion to Samsung d’light, where 
Samsung showcases their latest 
advancement in technology. 
 
 

End-of-semester dinner photo with a 
Korean friend. 
 

Presentation about SparkLabs (first 
Korean startup accelerator) from its co-
founder in Strategic Management class.  


