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I am sharing my story that I have been in France for an exchange program during 

Spring semester 2017. That was really different and amazing experience for me. 

First of all, I would like to appreciate to NTUST that gave us the opportunity to do that 

program abroad. As well, I think there is not much international students going for the 

exchange programs and I am glad that I was one of them. It was my pleasure to 

represent not only my country but also NTUST and Taiwan in the University of 

Technology of Troyes, France.  

 

Pre-departure preparation:  

In August 2016, I was in my country for summer vacation and I saw the 

announcement of exchange program on school email just before a week from its 

deadline. Then, I changed my flight date to return Taiwan to apply for it since the 

exchange program was one of attractions that are why I chose NTUST first time. All 

process of applying and selection went as described on OIA website. After we got 

acceptance letter from UTT, I needed to apply French visa in the Embassy of France in 

Taiwan where I passed interview and visa sections. For interview, it was hold on from 

Campus France and charged by 7500NTDȢ )ȭÖÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÔ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÅØÐÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÓÏÍÅ 

ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ× ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÅÓÓ ÃÈÁÒÇÅÓȢ ) ÍÅÁÎ ÆÏÒ 

other next international students who is going on exchange, you might try the visa in 

your country. For visa section, they required necessary documents plus bank statement 

that can prove that you have enough money to live and study in France (calculated 615 

euro per month). So, the visa procedure takes from 4 to 5 weeks, depending on how 

fast you can provide all the required info and docs. Since I am international student 

×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÂÒÏÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÏÖÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÎÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȟ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÄÏ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 

preparation much.  

Introduction to courses I took: 

We attended winter intensive program for 4 weeks before the semester started. That 

includes French language and Project management classes giving us 4 and 6 credits 

ÅÁÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÌÄ ÏÎ ÆÏÒ ψ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÐÅÒ ÄÁÙȢ 7ÅȭÖÅ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÄ &ÒÅÎÃÈ Basic A1 level during the   

 

 

 

        

 



 

course ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÃÌÁÓÓȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÏÎ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÂÙ ÇÒÏÕÐȢ 

That intensive program was really necessary not only for knowledge but also for 

making friends with other exchange student from other countries. During that 

program, our host university organized several events for exchange students that make 

ÕÓ ÅØÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÉÎÎÅÒÓȟ #ÈÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ 

industry trip, Skiing trip and so on other trips.      

In the semester beginning, choosing classes was slightly difficult because there was 

few English taught programs, specially related to my major, Department of Computer 

Science and Information Engineering. Thus, I chose 3 courses there. First one is 

Ȱ-ÕÌÔÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȱ that is fully English taught and 

ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ #ÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȭ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅÓ ÉÎ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 

ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌȢ 3ÅÃÏÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÉÓ Ȱ4ÅÌÅÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÎÅÔ×ÏÒË ρȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ 

was in French but teacher provides you English slides and English exam. For 

interesting and funny fact, I was the only one student who was taking it in English 

among around 70~ students ͮ ͮȭȢ The lÁÓÔ ÃÌÁÓÓ ×ÁÓ Ȱ-ÏÄÅÌÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ 

ÄÅÓÉÇÎȱ ÔÈÁt is taught in English totally. 

 

Difficulties I faced & solution during my exchange period: 

The biggest problem to study and live in France is language problem, of course if you 

ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÐÅÁË ÉÎ &ÒÅÎÃÈȢ -ÏÓÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÓÔÅÒÅÏÔÙÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÐÅÁË 

%ÎÇÌÉÓÈȢ %ÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅÙ ËÎÏ× %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÔÈÅÙ ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ like to speak in English I guess. 

In the other side, French language was not that easy language to pronounce and learn 

for short time. Financially, France is high living expanse country comparing to most of 

Asian countries. Fortunately, they have some help to students for accommodation rent 

that is called Caf.  

%ÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙ ÆÁÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÓÈÏÃË ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÇÏ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÖÅ ÁÂÒÏÁÄȢ &ÏÒ ÍÅȟ )ȭÖÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ 

experienced to live abroad in Taiwan but comparing to my previous experience, 

France gave me huge culture shock. ) ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ 

×ÁÓ ÆÅÌÔ ÌÉËÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÍÅȟ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅȣ       

 

       



 

Sharing: 

I would like to share about my host university as well as the city and the country. The 

University of Technology of Troyes (UTT) is located in a beautiful and calm small city 

Troyes, France. UTT is ranked in the top 10 engineering schools 2017 in France by 

Usine Nouvelle [via Wikipedia]. The city of Troyes is an ancient city existed since Roma 

era and known as capital of the Champagne region of Northern France. The one of the 

things I most like of that city was charming old-designed houses (16th ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȭÓɊ ÔÈÁÔ 

ÍÁËÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÅÙÅÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÉÔÉÅÓ )ȭÖÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ ÉÎ &ÒÁÎÃÅ 

during ÍÙ ÅØÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȢ 4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅØÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ )ȭÖÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÃÉÔÉÅÓ 

of France as well as some of European countries and could make great memories of 

my life.  

As well, I lived in a residence next to the school with my two Taiwanese roommate girls 

from NTUST too. We had own private rooms with bath room and shared a big kitchen 

in our apt for three of us. 

 

Suggestion to new outgoing students:  

)Æ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÂÉÔȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ 

and improve ÙÏÕÒ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÆÕÌÌ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÐÕÓÈ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÁË ÉÎ &ÒÅÎÃÈȢ 

Additionally, they have different levels of French courses during not only 

summer/winter program but also whole semester too.  

For accommodation, there were several choices where to live such us just next to 

school where are residences for students (that was quite comfortable for me and less 

ÅØÐÅÎÓÉÖÅɊȟ ÉÎ ÄÏ×ÎÔÏ×Î ÎÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÒ ÁÔ ÒÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÃÉÔÙ ÃÅÎÔÅÒȢ )ÔȭÓ 

depends on you ɀ on what you prefer. ɍ$/ 9/52 Ȭ#ÁÆȭ ɉÆÉÎ ÈÅÌÐ) asap!] 

!ÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÓÔÕÆÆÓȟ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÎÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎȢ   

In the end, some little suggestions from me: be careful with deadlines of the events, pay 

×ÅÌÌ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÅÍÁÉÌȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× &ÒÅÎÃÈȟ ÍÁËÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄs who 

ÓÐÅÁË &ÒÅÎÃÈ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÓË ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÅÌÐ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÕÆÆÓ ÌÉËÅ ÁÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÓȣ 

ÁÎÄ 'ÏÏÄ ÌÕÃËȦ $ÏÎȭÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÍÅ ÏÔÇÏÎËÈÉÓÈÉÇÇͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ         



 

All exchange students first 

time visiting Troyes city  

 Me and my lovely Taiwanese 

roommates during skiing trip 

of winter program 

With other exchange students 

ÆÒÏÍ (+ ÄÏÉÎÇ 4ÁÉ×ÁÎÅÓÅ ȬÂÁÌÌȭ 

drink for Chinese new year at 

our kitchen room 



 

3ÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔȢ !ÌÌ for 

one person for 3.35 euro  

 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÃÌÁÓÓȭÓ 

final presentation  

 A trip during the semester 
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One of the oldest houses in Troyes 

 

 Our host university UTT, 

representing NTUST 

 

 Checking out from my room 

 

With my roommates, in Paris, 

!ÍÓÔÅÒÄÁÍȟ "ÅÌÇÉÕÍȣ  

 


